Two lives - Two systems

The Forde children studied from two educational systems.

For six years, Chandler Forde had been waking up at 8am. from his room on the second floor. Walking to the dinning room table downstairs, he had had breakfast with his parent. His first lesson with his dad will start the minutes his cereal bowl was put away. 

At the age of 4 and 7, Chandler and Devyn started home-school by their parent and private tutors. Since, according to Devyn, their parent didn’t like the teaching method of the ELC (International Preschool Bangkok), they decided to start the “unschooling” process for their American-Canadian children.

“ My dad taught Math 4 times a day and we went out to study other subjects with teachers. Sometimes, we would have tutors come in and teach at our place 3 times a week, depend on how my dad coordinated time with them.” said a 16-year-old Devyn.

Both children had been studying general subjects such as Mathematics, History, Geography, Science, and English based on the Calvert system. In order to evaluate the learning result, the Calvert system required homeschooler to take the incremental test every three years. For the Forde siblings, this means that they did not have to take any major examinations.

“ They only asked us questions after every lesson like my dad just said, “Do you understand it?” ” said a 12-year-old Chandler, mimicking his father’s voice.

Home-schooling involves a commitment by parents to oversee their children educational development. For Mr. and Mrs. Forde were holding the roles of parenting and teacher, while providing Calvert study materials to support their lectures.

“I try to be in the teacher mode when I am teaching and you have to know the tension span…an hour would be it” said Mr. Forde.

“In my English lesson, I had to read a big book. Like THAT big (gestured his hands of a TV-sized book) to help me learn how to read. But then, I never finished it. It was REALLY BIG!” said Chandler.

Apart from studying, Devyn and Chandler spent their free time with their neighbors. The neighborhood is an international compound with approximately 50 families from many countries plus, the Forde children were only 4 and 7 years of age, hence the potential isolation of homeschooled students was not an issue.

“ My best friend used to live right there (pointed to opposite house). So when I heard whenever he was home from school, I went to his house and we would ride bikes,” said Chandler.

Although their home-educated life seems compelling with flexible schedule time for learning and socializing, both homeschoolers were unhappy and would very much prefer schooling. 

“I wish I never home-schooled. You couldn’t make as many friends. Well, we have a lot of friends around the neighborhood. But we didn’t have AS many.” said Devyn.

“ And I didn’t like my dad teaching because if I do something bad; like not paying attention, he’d yelled at me.” said Chandler.

Frustrated as they were, the home-school system paid off. Since forty-eight point nine percent of home-school parents believed that home-school could provide their children a better education, according to statistics from the Trinity College. As product of homeschooling, Devyn Forde claimed that some of what she and her brother studied from home-school was repeated in school, which makes it easier to study. 

“ I’ve scored 6s and 7s in school. The highest score in each subject is 7. In the beginning, I got 5s-6s, but now that I’ve been there longer, I’m more used to it so I’m getting higher grades.  Him, not so good.” Devyn nudged her brother whom giggled in admit. 

Currently, Davyn is in grade 11th of KIS International School and Chandler is in grade 8th of NIST (The New International School of Thailand). Thinking back to their first day at school three years ago, Devyn remembered that she have been scared and overwhelmed since she didn’t know anyone or what to do, whereas Chandler went through his first day enthusiastically with his best friend. 

Many people have expressed concern about the social life of home-schooled children when changing from home-school system to schooling system; however, the Forde children seems to adjust themselves and enjoy their school’s life very much. Although they have to get up by 6 am. and study 4-6 subjects a day, both play for the school’s softball team which requires practices and good teamwork. They claimed to not missing home-school. 

“Because this way (go to school), we’ll have more friends and during working time, it’s a lot more fun because you can be with your friends. Even though there’re a lot of classes, you can take small break sometimes. Not like work, work, work, and then have your parent yelled at you.” said Davyn. 

During weekdays now, Chandler has to wake up at 6am. He must finished his breakfast and put the dirty dishes away before his school bus arrived at 6.30am. Sleepy as he was, he is looking forward to go to school.

“ Lunch at school is fun because I don’t have to sit and eat with my family every meals. Even though I get to sleep in when I was home schooled. And now I have big circles under my eyes.” said Chandler with a little smile when he circled his finger around his eyes.
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